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Four Wisconsin Teachers of the Year named
Herb Kohl Educational Foundation gives $3,000 to each honoree
MADISON — “Teachers make a huge difference in the lives of young people,” said State Superintendent Tony Evers as he announced the names of the 2011-12 Wisconsin Teachers of the Year. “These educators demonstrate excellence in education each and every day. They are committed to service both inside and outside the classroom; they change the world.”

Evers notified each of the teachers of their Teacher of the Year honor during surprise announcements in their schools. The Herb Kohl Educational Foundation, which has awarded approximately $7.8 million to Wisconsin educators, students, and schools over the years, will give each teacher and unrestricted award of $3,000. Wisconsin’s four Teachers of the Year are 

· Marsha Herman, a kindergarten, first grade, and learning disabilities teacher at Westside Elementary School in the Sun Prairie Area School District;
· Donna Sturdevant, a seventh-grade mathematics teacher at Karcher Middle School in the Burlington Area School District; 

· Bradley Markhardt, a high school agriculture education teacher in the Black River School District; and 
· Kimberly Brown, a technology integration specialist at Waubesa Intermediate School in the McFarland School District. 


A panel of educators, parents, and community leaders selected the four Teachers of the Year from a pool of 86 Kohl Teacher Fellows who were named in spring 2011. Kohl Teacher Fellows, nominated by colleagues, parents, students, or members of their community, are chosen for their ability to inspire students’ love of learning, instructional innovation and leadership, and commitment to community involvement.


“I would not have enjoyed the success in life that I have had without the education I received from teachers in the public schools I attended in my youth,” said U.S. Sen. Herb Kohl. “I support the Teacher of the Year program to recognize teachers who go above and beyond to meet the needs of their students and guide them to become tomorrow’s leaders.”
Elementary Teacher of the Year

Marsha Herman, a kindergarten, first grade, and learning disabilities teacher at Westside Elementary School in Sun Prairie, stays excited about teaching because her profession is ever-changing. “There is always something new I can and should learn about my students, my work, or myself as a teacher,” she said. She stresses the importance of creating a safe classroom environment with strong expectations as a way to create high achievement.


Herman is a National Board Certified Teacher. She is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point with a bachelor of science degree in elementary education and learning disabilities. She began her career at Jefferson Elementary School in Merrill and worked at McFarland Elementary in the McFarland School District before coming to the Sun Prairie Area School District.
Middle School Teacher of the Year

Donna Sturdevant, a seventh-grade mathematics teacher at Karcher Middle School in Burlington, takes a project-based focus to make math appealing to all students. She strives to be a role model to her students and to remind them of their connections in society. The “Be Excited About Reading” day pairs preschoolers with middle school students for reading readiness activities. Upon graduation, former students receive pictures with their preschool reading buddies to remind them that they are role models for those who come after them.

Active in her community, Sturdevant has coached a number of sports, volunteers for the Transitional Living Center’s golf outing, and helps with fundraising for the Burlington High School Gridiron Club. She is a graduate of Marquette University in Milwaukee and earned her master’s degree from Aurora University in Aurora, Ill.
High School Teacher of the Year

Bradley Markhardt, an agriculture education teacher at Black River Falls High School, uses agriculture education’s three circle model of classroom instruction to establish rigor in the classroom by creating lessons for a diversity of learners, provide relevance through Supervised Agriculture Experiences, and create relationships through the FFA organization. His belief in community partnerships led to the development of a Land Lab. The three-acre plot includes student garden and research plots as well as community gardens. With the help of local professionals, Markhard’s students learned to lay survey lines for plots, construct a deer fence, amend the soil, and build a system to catch rain water to assist with irrigation.

(more)


Markhardt is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Madison and earned his master’s degree from the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse.

Special Services Teacher of the Year

Kimberly Brown, a technology integration specialist at Waubesa Intermediate School in McFarland, engages students by using an extensive range of technology applications. She has repeatedly watched as “success in one area becomes a momentum-builder in others, giving the child the confidence, comfort, and excitement to try new activities and persevere through the challenges.” In addition to her work helping integrate technology in to the classroom, Brown developed a weekly “Extensions” class for all students that provides extended learning in the areas of mathematics and logic.

Brown holds a bachelor of science degree in economics from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and earned her teaching certificate through the University of Wisconsin-Parkside. She began her career at Townsend Street Elementary School in Milwaukee, taught at New Century School in Verona, and was a third-grade teacher at Waubesa Intermediate School until 2006. She earned her master’s degree in technology education from Lesley University in Cambridge, Mass.

Each Teacher of the Year will be honored during the Sept. 15 State of Education address and awards program at the State Capitol. Later this fall, a committee will select one of the four Teachers of the Year to represent Wisconsin in the National Teacher of the Year program. That individual will receive an additional $6,000 from the Herb Kohl Educational Foundation.

Nominations for the Kohl Teacher Fellowship program are open until Sept. 30. Visit the Herb Kohl Educational Foundation website, http://www.kohleducation.org/, to nominate a teacher.
###

NOTES: More information about each Teacher of the Year can be found in individualized news releases available from the Department of Public Instruction newsroom website http://dpi.wi.gov/eis/newsroom.html. This news release is available electronically at http://dpi.wi.gov/eis/pdf/dpinr2011_93.pdf.
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